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FOREWORD

This book is based upon a PH.D dissertation written by an Air
Force officer who studied at the University of Denver. Cvrrently an
Associate Professor of History at the Air Foree Acadeiny, Major Osur’s
account relates how the leadership in the War Department and the U.S.
Army Air Forcea (USAAF) tried to deal with the problem of race and
the prejudices which were reflected in the bulk of American sociely. It
tells a story of black racial protests and riots which such attitudes and
discrimination provoked. The author describes many of the discrimina-
tory actions taken against black airmen, whose goal was equality of
treatment and opportunities as American citizens. He also describes
tke role of black pilots as they fought in the Mediterranean theater of
operations against the Axis powers. In his final chapters, he examines
the continuing racial frictions within the Army Air Forces which led to
black servicemen protests and riots in 1945 at several installations
Despite these problems, ti e author concludes that the Army Air Forces
made substantial progress in race relations and in opening up addi-
tional career opportunities for black airmen in the post-1945 period.

JOHN W. HUSTON, Maj. Gen., USAF Washington, D.C.
Chief, Office of Air Force History 6 January 1977
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é PREFACE
d . é Race relations in the Army Air Forces (AAF) during World War Il
ran the gamut from harmonious to hostile, depending upon the unique
circumstances existing within each unit, command, and theater. But in
4 spite of the availability of vast source material on the subject, his-
Ei ‘ torians have attempted little evaluation.* The abundance of data, now
»5 located in the depositories at Maxwell Air Force Base (AFB), AL, and
i the National Archives, t is a product of the military administrative
e system which distributes as a matter of course numerous memoranda,
. directives, and ‘etters. The War Department and AAF were particu-
k. f larly active in seeking a solution to che problem of employing blacks in
7 : the war effort.
; - In order to understand the guestion of race relations in the AAF, it
‘:- . is helpful to examine the structure of the War Department, which was

e
3% )

the focal point for much of that activity during the war. The AAF in
‘ 1942 constituted, along with the Army Ground and Sei vice Forces, one
of three major commands within the War Department. With the Army
reorganization of the same year, the official name changed from the
Air Corps (AC) to the AAF.** Although the AAF was semiautonomous
in its operational role, it nevertheless adhered to the policy, guidance,
directives, and regulations of the War Department. Therefore, its
racial policy had to be consistent with that of the department, and the
AAF had to modify its regulations in accordance with departmental
changes. At the headquarters level in Washington DC, the two organi-
zational staffs were somewhat parallel; the various offices of the
AAF’s Air Staff had functions similar to those of the War Depart-
ment’s General Staff. The AAF chain of command began with the
President, then ran through Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson,
Under Secretary of War Robert P. Patterson, Assistant Secretary of
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* Four studies which lock into different aspects of this topic are: Ulysses Lee, The Em-
ployment of Negro Troops, in the Army lustorical series, THE UNITED STATES ARMY
IN WORLD WAR II; Richard M. Dalfiume, Desegregation of the U.S. Armed Forces

Fighting on Two Fronts, 1939-1953 (Columbia, 1969); Lawrence J Paszek, “Negroes and
the Air Force, 1939-1949,” Military Affairs 31 (Spring 1967), pp 1-9; and Charles E.
Francis, The Tuskegee Awrmen. The Story of the Negro in the U.S. Awr Force (Boston,
1955).

+ The Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center (herecafter cited as AFSHRC), Max-
well AFB, AL; and the Modern Military Branch, Military Archives Division, National
Archives and Records Service (hereafter cited as NARG), Washington DC. The Simpson
Center contains AAF material while the National Archives contains material from vari-
ous agencies of the War Department The files in both locations are voluminous

** Througliout 1942 and into 1943, cfficial documents show that “AC” and “AAF” were
used interchangeably.
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War John J. McCloy, Assistant Secretary of War for Air Robert A.
Lovett, the Chief of Staff Gen George C. Marshall, and down to the
Chief of the AAF, Gen Henry H. Arnold. Each of the secretaries and
General Marshall had a significant influence on AAF racial matters.

! In analyzing racial policy as it was formulated within the War
Department and implemented throughout the chain of command, there
are a number of themes relevant for an understanding of the utilization

! of blacks during the war. First, the AAF never willingly accepted black
soldiers. This service had totally excluded them for over two decades
before they were permitted to enter, and then used them only reluc-
tantly. The fact that the AAF even opened its doors to blacks and pro-
ceeded to make additional opportunities available to them was due to
pressures aimed at the War Department and the AAF. Individuals and
organizations within the black community and white liberals in and
out of Congress were quite vocal and were able to exert sufficient
pressure to force the War Denartment and AAF to examine and modify
their policies and practices throughout the war.

Another recurring theme was that leadership within the War De-
partment and AAF assumed that segregation was the most efficient
system of race relations and accepted the “separate-but-equal” doc-
trine. In retrospect 30 years later, it is easy to judge that policy through
the wisdom of hindsight, but this does no justice to history. Instead,
that policy must be viewed in the context of the war years and exam-
ined in terms of AAF standards. While defending its policy of “sepa-
rate-but-equal,” did the AAF, in fact, maintain equal facilities for
black soldiers? The answer to that question has to be “no,” as blacks
were not afforded equal treatment. Thus, the policy of segregation was
unsatisfactory for blacks, and the duplicated facilities that were neces-
sary to maintain the system were far too expensive in terms of the
results obtained. And because of deeply ingrained racist beliefs, the
American public and the Army were willing to accept the additional
financial burden, social unrest, and inefficiency of segregation in an
attempt to keep blacks “in their place.”

Furthermore. the Armv inherited from American society ard from
its own traditions a difficult problem in attempting to absorb large
numbers of blacks into a war apparatus, and racial issues plagued the
service throughout the war years. Although the AAF fervently de-
fended segregation, its leaders failed to understand that this implied
second-class citizenship. Additionally, blacks were no longer willing to
. accept the demeaning status to which they had been relegated, and
) using the military as a vehicle for their protests, voiced their objection
to discriminatory treatment and segregation. Their protests were for
military leaders a constant source of frustration and annoyance.

Finally, the War Department made a decided shift in its approach
in 1943. Until then, officials in the War Department and the AAF re-
flected society’s traditional racist attitude toward the utilization of
blacks. The military did not consider black soldiers as part of the
American militarv tradition and used them only when absolutely nec-
essary for the defense of the country or when political pressure forced
their use. However, with mounting pressures upon War Department
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officials, there was a change in outlcok from 1943 through the end of

the war to recognize and alleviate the race problem. Washington sought
: to utilize black soldiers fairly rather than to view them merely as em-
J barrassments and problems. Unfortunately, this change in attitude did
: not filter down through the AAF chain of command. Throughout the
war, AAF commanders demonstrated a reluctance to treat blacks with
full equality and to show a sincere commitment to abide by War De-
partment racial directives.

This study will first examine the racial attitudes of members of
the War Department and the black community during the pre-World
War II and early war periods. Chapters II and III will show how, after
reluctantly opening up its service to blacks, the Army Air Forces only
hesitatingly utilized them. Also, the performance of the 332d and 477th
Groups demonstrates the importance of examining the attitudes of
AAFT leaders. Chapter IV documents a major shift in War Department
thinking; however, a lack of commitment from many within the AAF
stymied the impetus this new direction gave to a more sympathetic
racial policy. Chapter V stresses specific problems that blacks encoun-
tered as they served in the war and the nature of their protest against
segregation and discrimination. With all black urits, the exercise of
lead. ship played an important role in influencing race relations. It
wex a vital factor in one of the most important racial disturbances in
the AAF during the war at Freeman Field, Indiana, and Chapter VI
i examines this racial conflict and its underlying causes. In Chapter VII

we can gain some insight from the conclusions which the AAF drew
about its wartime experience with blacks. Ic ¢conducted a series of
surveys at the end of the war to evaluate their performance and utiliza-
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Chapter 1

THE. WAR DEPARTMENT AND THE BLACK
COMMUNITY

I

Black Americans, in spite of the fact that the government and the
military maintained an exclusion policy, took part in all of their coun-
try’s wars, although they have not always received due recognition for
their efforts. For example, blacks participated in large numbers in
the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and World War 1. Black troops
were used extensively during the frontier wars of the second half of the
19th century after Congress had enacted legislation providing for the
permanent establishment of four regular black units. While these units
saw no combat in World War I, two other black divisions did. Yet, be-
cause of racial conditions which will be examined below, the War De-
partment was dissatisfied with the performance of black soldiers and
weighed their usefulness and efficiency in planning their future
service.!

From the end of the First Worid War and into the early years of
the Second World War, two contrasting attitudes affected War Depart-
meit policy concerning the utilization of blacks. On one side was the
black community which pressured the President, as Commander in
Chief, as well as the War Department. Because the blacks were deter-
mined to persevere in achieving the promise of American life, their
impact during World War II differed from previcus wars. They were
aided by organizations within the black community and by the propa-
ganda war which emphasized the racist and undemocratic character of
the Axis powers. Their ability to organize and the political self-
consciousness and awareness that had developed in the black commu-
nity gave them the capability to exert pressure. What they worked for
was recognition of their rights commensurate with their sacrifice to
the national effort, and they expected that the federal government
would protect them as all soldiers in uniform.?
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While blacks at the outset of World War IT became vocal about
their rights within the military structure, others in the interwar era
contirued to defend the nceds of that structure, such as the right of
whites to be segregated from blacks and the Army’s requirement for
military efficiency. Army leaders weighed these views as they at-
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tempted to formulate black troop policy. In an early but key study, the
Army War College (AWC) evaluated the black in World War I, Com-
pleted in 1925 after several years of work by the laculty and student
body of the school, this memorandum reflected both the racist views of
American society and the attitude of military personnel toward black
soldiers.? This study became a decisive factor in influencing War De-
partment policy during the interwar years and led to the revision of the
War Department General Mobilization Plan. The motivation behind
the analysis was to attain “military efficiency”—how to utilize the
black in the most efficient manner. An evaluation of this study clearly
reveals the racial attitudes of Army officers and the social and military
factors which influenced their thinking.

The study consists of five References (A-E) analyzing “the physi-
cal, mental, moral and psychological qualities and characteristics of
the negro as a subspecies of the human family,” the performance of
blacks in all wars in which they had fought, the black officer, black
political activity during the war, and, finally, the overall mobilization
plan. The first section of the study is important because it reflects in
the officers’ conclusions the preponderant American view that blacks
were mentally inferior to whites. Recently, I. A. Newby had concluded
in his study of racism during the early part of the 20th century that the
overwhelming majority of Americans held or voiced anti-black atti-
tudes, believed in the innate inequality of the races, or objected to social
equality. He characterized the period through the 1920’s as a time when
racist thought reached its zenith and blacks were established “in their
place.” Scientists, social scientists, historians, and religious leaders
expounded these racist ideas, and journalists, politicians, and publicists
popularized them. For example, Madison Grant’s The Passing of the
Great Race (1916) and Lothrop Stoddard’s The Rising Tide of Color
Against White World Supremacy (1920) had a significant influence on
the thinking of the period and were widely read. Historians who re-
flected racist attitudes in their writings were James Ford Rhodes,
William Archibald Dunning, and Ulrich Bonnell Phillips, whose A meri-
can Negro Slavery (1918) had an influence on future history texts.* The
views in the above works closely parallcl those expressed in the AWC
study, although in the latter it was held that the black man was physi-
cally unqualified for combat duty; was by nature subservient, mentally
inferior, and believed himself to be inferior to the white man; was sus-
ceptible to the influence of crowd psychology; could not control himself
in the face of danger; and did not have the initiative and resourceful-
ness of the white man.$

The authors of the War College study also relied upon the results
of intelligence tests administered during the war. Civilian psycholo-
gists had prepared these tests, the objective of which was to aid the
War Department in segregating the mentally incompetent, to classify
men according to their mental ability, and to assist in the selection of
qualified men for responsible positions.® The proper utilization of man-
power was of utmost concern to the Army and it could only accept

2
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those who met the minimum standards. These standards were rigid
and no adjustment was made for factors that could influence test
scores, such as educational opportunities, and environmental and eco-
nomic background. The AWC study did include some data demonstrat-
ing environmental effects, for example, the fact that blacks from the
North had higher scores than those from the South.” However, the
officers did not take that into consideration. The report includes other
observations about blacks’ mental ability. It points out that those who
were recognized as showing “marked mental attainments” had a “heavy
strain of white blood.” But, for the average individual “the cranial
cavity of the negro is smaller than the white; his brain weighing 35
ounces contrasted with 45 for the white.” Based on these factors, the
AWC memorandum conciuded that the black did not have the mental
equipment to compete with the white.®

Another viewpoint prevalent in the memorandum is the belief that
the black was immoral: “his ideas with relation to honor and sex rela-
tions are not on the same plane as those of our white population.” The
study adds that “petty thieving, lying, and promiscuity are much more
common among negroes than among whites.” Next, it points out that
blacks evolved from “mediocre African ancestors,” and that this back-
ground, coupled with the slavery experience, did not develop leadership
material. Also, the study characterized blacks as possessing a “pro-
foundly super .titious nature,” a natural subservience, an instinctive
regard for the white man as superior, and a jolly, docile, secretive, and
unruly nature.

In addition, the authors of the study misinterpreted the perf~rm-
ance records of black combat units—the 92d and 93d—during World
War I by basing their conclusions on results without analyzing causes.
The 93d did satisfactory work because four of its regiments were at-
tached to the French and were treated with respect and dignity, but the
92d performed poorly. Many military observers concluded as a result
that the black man did not have the ability to function as a member of
an efficient fighting machine. The 92d, as many black units in both
wcrld wars, was at a disadvantage, having to cope with inferior equip-
ment, poor training, a mix of both white and black officers, and was
expected to perform well despite such serious problems. A comparison
of the two divisions demonstrates that racial considerations were key
factors in black troop performance, and the Army might well have
learned that lesson from its World War I experience.?

T,

What then is the significance of noting that the military authors
of the AWC study were willing to accept inherent mental inferiority
over environmental factors as a causal explanation for black behavior?
It establishes the impact of racism upon the minds of these field grade
officers of the 1920’s who, generally speaking, would become the com-
manders in World War II. The importance of their early learning can-
rot be overstated in understanding their subsequent behavior.

Despite their racial criticisms and because of manpower require-
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ments, the authors of the memorandum later were willing to give
blacks another opportunity to demonstrate their capabilities. However,
they did stress the importance of better quality control in their training
and utilization. Specifically, they suggested that 20,000 blacks be
assigned to combat batallions, enough to fill an infantry division, and
another 150,000 enter other units as Engineers, Quartermaster Corps,
Artillery, Air Service, and Cavalry. While the War College study
recommended that black soldiers should be utilized in many different
capacities, it still maintained that they be organized in segregated units
commanded primarily by carefully selected white officers.! The War
College evaluation did suggest, however, that black officer candidates
attend the same training camps as white candidates, although grouped
separately. The officers believed that by giving black soldiers the same
opportunities as whites to qualify for commissioned grades, they would
be forced to measure up to the same standards as whites. This sugges-
tion was adopted in World War I1."

There were later AWC studies completed during the interwar pe-
riod that also had considerable impact upon subsequent War Depart-
ment policy. The War Department Personnel Division examined one
completed in mid-1937 and forwarded it to the Chief of Staff. This
study became the basis for the Army’s Protective Mobilization Plan.
According to the plan, black soldiers would comprise 9 percent of the
total mobilized strength, but would serve in segregated combat and
noncombat units. Included was a list of organizations into which blacks
could be mobilized; yet the Air Corps was not among them.!?

The importance the War Department attributed to these studies is
illustrated by a response in a letter from Secretary of War Henry
Stimson to the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) which called for the integration of blacks into the
armed forces:

The success of the National Defense Program can best be estab-
lished by united support of the War Department plans, whizh have
been worked out after vears of study by those who have devoted
their lives to these questions. Unity can be destroyed by attempt-
ing to establish a program which is contrary to the War Depart-
ment’s plans, by those who are not familiar either with the prin-
ciples involved or the requirements of such plans.!?

In addition to the AWC studies, there were other factors that influ-
enced World War II racial policy. The ‘War Department viewed the
racial situation as a product of American society and believed that the
military should avoid becoming entangled in the country’s social prob-
lems. The military should uphold the status quo without offering
blacks any concessions beyond those they had in civilian life. In
September 1940, Gen George C. Marshall, Chi<{ of Staff, answered an
inquiry from Senator Henry C. Lodge, Jr. in which he veiterated this
viewpoint. It was society that had created the congitions whica made it

6




Secretary of War Stimson Assistant Secretary of War McCloy

necessary for the War Department to follow a policy of segregation,
and Marshall felt that it was important not to ignore those conditions.
An extensive campaign to force a change could have a destructive effect
on military efficiency and the military was not the proper vehicle for
critical social experiments.'* Segregation had been successful for a long
time, and this success was interpreted from the perspective of white
soldiers, who, he believed, performed better under this system. He con-
tinued this line of reasoning in a response a year later to a report from
the Civilian Aide to the Secretary of War, Judge William Hastie.!s
Hastie had advocated an end to segregation which Marshall saw as
“tantamount to solving a social problem which has perplexed the
American people throughout the history of this nation.” He maintained
that “experiments within the Army in the solution of social problems
are fraught with danger to efficiency, discipline, or morale.” 16

Although Secretary of War Stimson realized that segregation was
repelient to a large number of blacks, he believed it was necessary
because it was the tradition of the Army and because most whites pre-
ferred not to mix the races in the military. Later in the war, Assistant
Secretary of War John McCloy and Jonathan Daniels of the White
House Staff discussed segregation. They mentioned that very early in
the war the President and Secretary Stimson had “decided against
mixed units, that they would adhere to the traditional policy of the
Army in this respect.” McCloy agreed with the policy and maintained
it was “an excellent idea although ‘We will undoubtedly have blood
on our heads for it.”” V7

The General Staff echoed Marshall's sentiments when Judge
Hastie again questioned segregation.'® Their position is best summa-
rized in an address given by an officer of the War Department Adjutant
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General’s Office late in 1941, and the speech characterizes the views of
many within the department:

Charges have been made that the War Department and the Army
pursue a policy of discrimination. The ramifications of this subject
are manifold and must be treated with candor or not at all. The
Army did not create the problem. The Army is made up of indi-
vidual citizens of the United States who have pronounced ideas
with respect to the Negro just as they have individual ideas with
respect to other matters in their daily walk of life. Military order,
fiat or dicta, will not change these viewpoints. The Army then can-
not be made the means of engendering conflict among the mass of
the people because of a stand with respect to Negroes which is not
compatible with the position attained by the Negro in civilian life.
This principle must necessar.ly govern the Army not only with this
subject of contention, but with respect to other dogma be it reli-
gious, political or economic. The Army is not a sociological labora-
tory; to be effective it must be organized and trained according
to principles which will insure success. Experiments to meet the
wishes and demands of the champions of every race and creed for
the solution of their problems are a danger to efficiency, discipline
and morale and would result in ultimate defeat. Out of these fun-
damental thoughts have been evolved broad principles relating to
the employment of all persons in the military service.!?

Another attitude prevalent among military leaders as General
Marshall and Gen. Henry H. Arnold, Chief of the Air Corps, was prag-
matism, i.e., adopting the most expeditious plan to get the job done.
Once the United States declared war on the Axis powers, the generals
concerned themselves with victory and were interested only in strate-
gic military considerations and not in ideology or social problems. In
terms of individuals, the most economic utilization of manpower and
military necessity were critical to the exclusion of less pressing issues.
In the fulfillment of their mission, military leaders tended at the start
of the war to curtail those activities for the advancement of the black
race that interfered with the systematic administration of the Army or
that jeopardized the war effort. Thus Secretary of War Stimson was
disinterested in the 1941 March on Washington Movement. He called
it “one of those rather harassing interruptions with the main business
with which the Secretary of War ought to be engaged—namely, in pre-
paring the Army for defense.” 2

The plans and studies of the interwar period, the attitude of the
nation, and the attitude of military leaders all accepted segregation as
the most efficient approach for the utilization of blacks. Under the “sep-
arate-but-equal” doctrine sanctioned by the Supreme Court in Plessy
vs Ferguson (1896), segregation was legal and would not be discrimina-
tory if segregated facilities and training were equal. Throughout the
war, then, the War Department emphatically maintained that segrega-
tion was not discriminatory, and was indeed the most efficient way to

8
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run the Army. This key argument for maintaining segregation appears
in a niemorandum which states that the AAF “can do a better job with
less trouble by segregation than they can by intermingling the races
with the problems which such intermingling are bound to cause.” Two
letters in 1944 evidence the War Department’s argument that segrega-
tion was not discriminatory. First, Secretary Henry Stimson wrote to
Congressman Louis Ludlow that “all our military personnel is distrih-
uted and employed solely in conference with military considerations
which, of course, are entirely unrelcted to racial derivation.” Secondly,
Assistant Secretary John McCloy wrote to Roy Wilkins of the NAACP
that “the Army has labored most diligently in an effort to avoid dis-
crimination against any individual or group, and all its personnel
policies have been set for the past many years without regard to race or
creed.” Both remarks seemed to ignore the basic question of racial in-
equity in a segregated military. Brig. Gen. Noel Parrish, who had been
commander of the all-black flying training base at Tuskegee, nctes that
top military leaders, such as General Arnold, simply did not wish to
get invelved in the race controversy because of the potential difficulties
and violence that might result, hindering the war effert.?!

We have seen thus far in assessing War Department policy before
and during World War II, that the racial beliefs of American society
and of the AWC studies had z great impact. The War Department caw
itself as a product of American society, therefore, Army racial policy
should reflect civilian practice and black soldiers should receive no
more than they had received in civilian life. Since the majority of the
American populace approved segregation, the War Department
could not accept integration within the Army. The black was perceived
by most white Americans as inferior; thus, the Army should not depart
radically from that which the majority accepted. The Army saw itsel{
as a servant of the state, not as an instrument of social change. It
should operate in terms of military needs and efficiency, and its leaders
strongly believed that military effectiveness and morale dictated
segregation.

11

After the Civil War, Congress authorized blacks to join only four
black Army regiments: the 9th and 10th Cavalry and the 24th and 25th
Infantry. These units were normally at full strength, a.d the re-enlist-
ment rate among its men was very high.?22 By the end of the 1930’s,
howaver, the black community began to devote greater attention to the
lack of opportunity in the military services. The military was a source
of employment for many who continued to feel the effects of the great
depression. The pay, food, a:d clothing provided by the military offered
them an exceptional opportunity. To be denied the right to serve was
interpreted by blacks as an example of economic diserimination.?

Another issue was taxation without representation, a favorite
theme played up by the Pittsburgh Courier, a weekly black newspaper.
Blacks paid taxes that supported the Armed Forces; yet, the military
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denied them an equal opportunity to serve. As tax-paying citizens,
then, they were not given their due within the American system.?* Also
blacks became skeptical over the issue of having to “prove themselves”
by fighting for the right to serve. They believed that they had clearly
demonstrated their ability in other American wars.?s

Another sensitive issue among blacks was the belief that segrega-
tion implied inequality. Regardless of how honest or sincere the War
Department might have been in insisting that segregation was the best
course, the department failed to see what it reaily meant for the Amer-
ican black, i.e., second-class citizenship in a subservient role. Gunnar
Myrdal, the Swedish sociologist who studied the American race prob-
lem, concluded that the basis of American segregation was the anti-
amalgamation doctrine—the idea that crossbreeding was considered
undesirable. As a result, a caste line was drawn between whites and
blacks. The idea was intolerable, for it implied that blacks were infe-
rior to whites and that miscegenation was a threat to white “racial
purity.” 2¢ Equally frustrating was the hypocrisy of the Army segrega-
tion policy maintained during a war fought for the preservation of
democracy, as blacks viewed segregation as the very antithesis of the
American) democratic system.?

Especially irritating for blacks was the apparent contradiction
between the American Creed and the reality of American racial prac-
tices. Myrdal focused on this paradox, which he called “an American
Dilemma.” The American Creed, he believed, was composed of the
ideals of “the essential dignity of the individual human being, of the
fundamental equality of all men, and of certain inalienable rights to
freedom, justice, and a fair opportunity.” ? This Creed called for equal
treatment for all, but in the military and in society blacks were to know
“their place,” and the reality of American life was a racial system
working against them. White Americans told them that military serv-
ice was the real test of patriotism, but blacks were denied the full
opportunity to exercise that privilege.?® Once the United States entered
the war against fascism, this contradiction became more obvious, since
World War II stood for the preservation of democracy against totalitar-
ian and racist Axis powers. Blacks were unrelenting in pointing out
that the Four Freedoms and Jim Crow ideology were contradictory,
and that black Americans were fighting abroad for a democratic ideal
that did not exist at home.?°

Disrespect for blacks in uniform became another source of diffi-
culty for black servicemen. When large numbers entered the Army,
many soon encountered racial problems in and around their camyps,
obvious cases of discrimination and prejudice. But a further issue was
herein implied—disrespect for the uniform of the United States mili-
tary. All military men were regularly required to wear their uniforms
and in American society the uniform normally commar led respect.
However, numerous discriminatory acts were perpetrated against
biack soldiers and these were serious injustices because the military
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institution was for them one of the few symbols of what America
represented.’!

| There was concern that because of constant black agitation for
| equal treatmer.. and pressure on the War Department, many whites

and even some blacks would come to believe that the more militant

were anxious for an Axis victory. As a result, some American war
§ propaganda was directed at blacks and correspondence sent to black
« leaders emphasized that they had much to lose if the Axis won the war.
While most remained vigorous in their support of the war effort, they
were determined to take advantage of the situation to improve their
own position.’ Also, they believed that their full integration into the
American military structure would be the most efficient way to defeat
the Axis powers.®

To exploit black hostility toward some precepts of American soci-
ety, several left-wing groups made definite appeals for black support,
with little success. The Communist Party perhaps made the most
serious effort to influence black malcontents, claiming some as impor-
tant party officials, including James W. Ford, the Party’s perennial
candidate for the vice-presidency. There were two primary reasons for
the Communists’ failure to attract black recruits. First, blacks re-
’ mained loyal to America and rejected those ideas which appeared to be
i un-American; and second, the Party’s position was ambiguous, waver-
: ing according to the changing views of the Soviet Union. For exam ple,

the Party reversed its position against the United States entering the
war after the June 1941 German attack on Russia.3* Later in the war,
Ben Davis, Jr., a black Communist leader, reiterated the prewar
approach, proclaiming that those who called the war a “white man’s
: war” were aiding fascism. The struggle for black rights was necessary,
but he implied that victory against Germany was more important.3

- An important theme which grew out of the early war period was
the slogan: Double V. This rallying symbol, popularized in early 1942
by the Courier, stood for victory against fascism abroad and racism at
home. The idea had been expressed earlier and at the 8 December 1941
NAACP Board of Directors meeting, a consensus had decided that:

Though thirteen million American Negroes have mcre often tha:
not been denied democracy, they are American citizens and will as

: in every war give unqualified support to the protection of their
country. At the same time we shall not abate one iota our struggle
for full citizenship rights here in the United States. We will fight
but we demand the right to fight as » quals in every branch of mili-
tary, naval and aviation service.3¢

"

Throughout the war, black people, applying the concept of the
Double V, struggled to remove the contradiction between the claims of
American democratic ideology and the racial inequalities evident in
American life. The attitude of the black community toward the war
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was based on two considerations: as loyal Americans, they were patri-
otic and loyal, and expressed their support for the military buildup and
war effort; but, at the same time, they were embittered over their
treatment by the militarv and their inferior social status within Amer-
ican society. For example, they interpreted their placement in service
units as a denial of their right to serve and fight. Black support of the
Double V idea was neither a rejection of the draft an1 of participation
in the war nor an acceptance of Nazi ideology. Although some whites
and blacks believed that agitation for rights and priviieges might
hinder rather than help the war effort, the majority of black leaders
did not relax their protest activities for the duration of the war.¥’

In analyzing these issues it is obvious that by 1942 a black con-
sciousness had evolved and was an important factor in pressuring for
social change. Throughout the previous decade, black organizations
pressed for a greater role in the national defense, directing their efforts
primarily at restrictions in the Army and Navy and the exclusion policy
of the Air Corps. The Pittsbuigh Courier provided early leadership in
that mevement; in February 1938, it launched with much fanfare a
crusade to open up all units within the United States military to
blacks.?® Almost every issue in the Courier during that year contained
some comment on the campaign and the discriminatory practices of the
military. Support was soon generated in other newspapers, by the
NAACP, and by numerous individuals and organizations from around
the nation. In Apri! all participating organizations formed a steering
committee to consolidate their efforts for equality in the military.?

Whenever Ccngress proposed legislation on the role of blacks in
the military, the Courier took assertive action to influence the debate.
It wrote to members of Congress, appealed to its readers to do the
same, and published letters in its various issues from Congressmen
demonstrating support. The Courier made the Air Corps its special
target and demanded an all-black infantry division to give blacks an
opportunity to prove their capabilities.*

In the meantime, Crisis, the NAACP publication, and Opportu-
nity, the voice of the National Urban League, also took strong stands.
Crisis noted that there was a similarity between the plight of Jews in
Germany and blacks in America; another editorial pointed out that
“Negro Americans are not very enthusiastic about going to war for the
Stars and Stripes.” ¥ Opportunity supported the Courier’s 1938 cam-
paign and called ¢n the military to give them an opportunity to serve in
every branch of the service and to obtain every rank they are capable
of attaining.*

As the War Department announced that new openings would be
made available to blacks, the Courier, in particular, interpreced each
victory as a direct result of its long fight,*® although it was not im-
pressed with token successes. For example, the newspaper viewed the
establishment of the Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP), a train-
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ing agency for civilian pilots who would eventually serve in the mili-
tary, as a program for whites and not as a sign that the Air Corps
would accept blacks into its ranks.

The naming of five Negro schools where students may receive
training as air pilots and mechanics is a step in the right direction
but only a short step. No Negroes have been admitted to the Army
Air Corps and there is not the slightest indication at this time that
any will be.#

During the early 1940’s, the black community continued its appeal
to the Federal Government and War Department to improve the plight
of blacks in the military. In May 1940, the Courier 1aunched the Com-
mittee on Participation of Negroes in the National Defense Program
with Howard University Professor Rayford W, Logan and the noted
lawyer Charles H. Houston as key leaders. Although the newspaper
brought together several national organizations, it did not receive the
support of the NAACP because the Courier was willing to accept the
“practicality of separate divisions” while the NAACP was not. The
Committee performed a variety of functions including representation
before Congressional committees, appeals to Congress and the Presi-
dent, conferences with military men, and pressure on the Democratic
and Republican national conventions to influence their campaign.+

In the fall of 1940, the black community and the War Department

confronted each other, bringing about significant results. Because of a

request by Walter White of the NAACP to Mrs. Roosevelt, on 27 Sep-

tember 1940 the President, his Assistant Secretary of War, Robert P.

Patterson, and the Secretary of the Navy, Frank Knox, met with three

representatives of the black community: Walter White, A. Fnilip Ran-

: dolph, and T. Arnold Hill. One of the demands the black leaders pre-
- sented to the President was:

Immediate designation of centers where Negroes may be trained
for work in all branches of the aviation corps. It is not enough to
train pilots alone, but in.addition navigators, bombers [sic], gun-
ners, radiomen, and mechanics must be trained in order to facili-
tate full Negro participation in the air service ¢

Secretary Stimson, who did not attend, interpreted the meeting as
satisfying b'ack politicians “who are trying to get the Army cornmitted
to colored officers and various other things which they ought not to
do.” Having observed World War 1, he did not belie ~ that blacks could
become good officers as *leadership is not imbedded in the negro race
vet.” ¥ At the meeting, President Roosevelt made a few promises, but
nothing concrete evolved. However, when the War Department issued b3
a policy statement in October, Roosevelt’s press secretary Stephen g

Early insinuated that the three black leaders had agreed to the depart- T~
- ment’s statement, including the provision for segregation. This caused RS
-~ consternation within the black community and led subsequent!v to a

letter from the President to the black leaders regretting the misinter-
pretation.*
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Judge Hastie General Davis

The October policy statement was particularly significant, for it

{ was the first official War Department announcement regarding the
question of black utilization. It stated that they would be utilized on a

“fair and equitable basis,” in proportion to the black population of the

country, and in each major branch of the service. Blacks were being

given training as pilots, mechanics, and technical specialists, and that

training would be accelerated; and as soon as the necessary personael

had been trained, black aviation units would be formed. The offic:al

stand on segregation was reiterated: “the policy of the War Department

Waiter White
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is not to intermingle colore? and white enlisted personnel in the same
regimental organization.” ¥ The letter became official policy for the
duration of the war, particularly the statement which banned racial
intermingling. However, it was misleading. Blacks were receiving avia-
tion training, but the War Department implied thut it was conducting
the training when, in fact, civilian organizations were furnishing the
education facilities.

Black pressure on the government, on the military, and on both
major political parties increased as the November 1940 election ap-
proached. Ar extensive letter writing campaign followed, and the Of-
fice of the Adjutant General complained that the letters were “agitating
the question.” 5 Secretary Stimson believed that blacks were “taking
advantage of this period just before {the] election to try to get every-
thing they can in the way of recognition from the Army.” He did not
see that activity as being in the best interesi of sound national de-
fense.s! The Democrats were sufficiently concerned about the black
vote to appoint three blacks to important positions. Col. Benjamin O.
Davis became the first of his race to achieve the rank of Brigadier
General; Judge William Hastie was appointed Civilian Aide to the
Secretary of War; and Major Campbell C. Johnson was appointed Exec-
uiive Assistant to the Director of Selective Service.’? All three appoint-
ments atiracted much attention in the black press, making the
headlines in the Saturday, November 2d editions preceding election
day. Generally, there was enthusiastic praise from the black commu-
nity,

Following the election, black community pressure did not slacken,
but intensified. The same month, the NAACP offered legal aid to any-
one who had been refused entrance into the Army or Navy because of
color, and it conducted a letter-writing campaign to get the Air Corps
to accept blacks.>* The Courier continued its campaign, asking its read-
ers to put pressure on the corps. The Pittsburgh paper momentarily
thought it had won the struggle when the President’s secretary an-
nounced chat blacks would be trained for aviation service by the Civilian
Aeronautics Authority (CAA) in cooperation with the Army, but a few
weeks later, the Courier noted that “the promises of army air training
are on paper, and rather vague at that.” At the end of the year, an edi-
torial stressed the overall difficulty in recruiting pilots and succinetly
pointed out that the Air Corps “would rather be short than democratic”
as that service still excluded blacks.’s

In November Dr. Malcolm S. McLean on the occasion of his inaugu-
ration as the Institute’s sixth president, convened a 2-day conference at
Hampton Institute to discuss the participation of blacks in national
defense. The meeting brought together nationally prominent black and
white leaders, and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and Mrs. Edith Willkie were
among the sponsors of the affair. This assembly concluded that the
black had “not been accorded equitable participation in any branch of
the arms and services.” Specifically, the AAF had not yet implemented
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Public Law 18 (8 April 1939) which authorized an air school to prepare
blacks for military service, and that only a few had been appointed to

West Point.5¢

But results were attained in January 1941, when the War Depart-
ment announced the formation of an all-black Pursuit Squadron and
the training of black pilots at Tuskegee. However, the NAACP disliked
the idea of segregated training, although it was a step in the right di-
rection, and noted that we “can be forced to accept it, but we can never
agree to it.” 57 The National Airmen’s Association, a black organiza-
tion, was more vocal in its opposition to segregated training. At its Jan-
uary meeting in Chicago, it passed a resolution condemning the estab-
lishment of the all-black squadron, stating that they would rather be

“excluded than segregated ” 5

The NAACP continued its surveillance of the Air Corps. It offered
legal assistance to anyone interested in pursuing the matter through
the courts; its branches wrote to the War Department protesting con-
ditions; and in early 1941. it encouraged blacks to enter the Air Corps
and asked those who were interested to write to the NAACP office. By
3 April 1941, 264 replies were received and in May Walter White sent
each candidate an application form. In attempting further to break
down the segregated training at Tuskegee, White asked the applicants
to request that training be given at the training school nearest their

residence.%?

In spite of the success in opening up the Air Corps to blacks, the
NAACP and many black organizations were in a dilemma concerning
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Tuskegee. Although they were strongly against any kind of segrega-
tion, especially in the Arnyv, they had to admit that Tuskegee was,
nonetheless, an opportunity to fly in the Air Corps. But their oppos.-
tion to segregation remained primary, and Walter White and the
NAACP Board of Directors were indignant over an article that ap-
peared in the New York Amsterdam Star-News (31 January 1942)
written by Mr. William Pickens, a member of the NAACP executive
staff. Pickens portrayed Tuskegee as an opportunity for blacks to prove
themselves, thus fighting segregation hy achievement. The Board felt
that Pickens “advocated segregation in the Army, taking a position
directly opposite to that maintained by the Association.” Pickens re-
plied that it was imperative that they win the war because a fascist
victory could impose a more oppressive form of segregation. He op-
posed segregation, but at the same time was realistic about the war
mission.®®

The conflict in 1941 between the black community and the Federal
Government focused on the proposed March on Washington. Although
the March on Washington Movement (MOWM) did not directly bring
about improved racial conditions in the military, it was important for
the pressure that was brought to bear on the government. NAACP and
National Urban League officials participated in the movement, al-
though the two organizations were reluctant to give it official support.
A survey of their journals shows that between January and July no
attention was given to the MOWM. In addition, the Courier did not
lend support because it believed that mass action would be unsuccess-
ful and would embarrass hlacks.5!

Organized by A. Philip Rundolph, the purpose of the MOWM was
to have 100,000 supporters march in Washington on 1 July 1941 to show
their support for the campaign for equal rights in the defense effort.
MOWM’s first important meeting was held on June 13th in New York
City. Mayor La Guardia and Mrs. Roosevelt, present at the gathering,
opposed the march, while Randolph and White favored the idea. Mrs.
Roosevelt urged the black leaders to halt their plans, promising to
speak to the President, but Randolph was adamant in continuing prep-
arations. White and Randolph then met with the President on June 18th
when Koosevelt appealed for an end to their plans, but again the black
leaders refused. In response to a meeting on the 24th, Roosevelt issued
the following day Executive Order 8802 establishing the President’s
Committee on Fair Employment Practices (FEPC). With their goal
achieved, the black leaders cancelled the July Ist march. Herbert Gar-
finkel, a sociologist writing on the MOWWM, portrayed this meeting with
Roosevelt as a poker game with the threat to have 100,000 supporters
march a bluff. Other historians hold that the President emerged in a
stronger position, implying the FEPC was a shrewd move to pacify
some militant minorities, for during the course of the war the FEPC
was never an effective organization. Whatever the results, the move-
ment did demonstrate that blacks were willing to be assertive to insure
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their full participation in the national defense effort and that they had
the political power to reach the President with their demands. It is
apparent that black leaders did have considerable political punch.52

A further example of black pressure, a month after the outbreak
of the war, occurred when 70 representatives of 1€ national black or-
ganizations met in New York to discuss the question: “How Negroes
can contribute their efforts to winning the war and at the same time
continue to fight for their rights as American citizens.” By a 2 to 1
majority, they supported a resolution by Judge Hastie that the Ameri-
can black generally was not “whole-heartedly, unselfishly, all-out in
support of the present war effort.”

That same month Crisis carried two news accounts of the attitude
of the NAACP toward the war which were in marked contrast to the
“Closed Ranks” editorial of W.E.B. DuBois, composed during World
War I. DuBois had written in 1918 that during the war blacks should
“forget our special grievances and close our ranks shoulder to shoulder
with our own white fellow citizens and the allied nations.” He added
that they make “no ordinary sacrifice, but we make it gladly and will-
ingly wiih our eyes lifted to the hills.”  On the other hand, a January
1942 Crisis editorial was titled: “Now is the Tin-e Not to Be Silent.” The
editors declared that they had to speak out in the truest patriotism,
“single to the peace which must be won.” But, they took a Double V
approach in noting that although blacks were loyal and patriotic and
would devote their fullest support to the war effort, the fight against
Hitlerism began in Washington. Thus, the people of America had to
gird and sacrifice “for freedom for everyone, sverywhere, not merely
for those under the Hitler heel. . . . A Jim Crow army cannot fight for a
free world.” Later in that same issue there were excerpts from an
NAACP December press release, referring to World War [ when blacks
were taken to a mountain-top and given promises but after the war met
the KKK and lynchings: “declarations of war do not lessen the obliga-
tion to preserve and extend civil liberties here while the fight is being
made to restore freedom from dictatorship abroad.” 6

It is clear that the pervasiveness of traditional racial ideas held
by the majority of the American public and solidified by time and prac-
tice made the black struggle for equal rights arduous and lengthy.
Blacks expressed in different ways the idea that they would not
simply accept things as they were and were willing to fight for their
right to participate in the military establishment. The War Depart-
ment gradually altered its policies, accepting black soldiers and im-
proving their treatment, as will be shown’in the following chapters.
The black community organized to meet this challenge and to fight for
its rights—and when participation was achieved, it continued to fight
for fair treatment.5




Chapter 11

THE ARMY AIR FORCES: EARLY POLICIES
AND PRACTICES

During the period of the military buildup leading to World War I,
leaders of the Army Air Forces (AAF) hesitated to utilize blacks. Air
Corps officers believed that they were incapable of performing well in
flying roles, and since military efficiency overshadowed all other con-
siderations, the utilization of black men was deemed impractical. Pri-
marily because the War Department received constant pressure from
black organizations and individuals and in turn the department pressed
the Air Corps, were AAF units opened up to blacks. This chapter will
illustrate how coercion originating with civilian sources and from the
War Department eroded the AAF exclusionist policy. Once the AAF
accepted blacks into its ranks, local communities and military leaders
protested having black soldiers stationed in their areas. But as a result
of War Department pressure, the AAF was forced to deploy them to ali
of its stateside bases and to many overseas sites. Institutional and per-
sonal discrimination, however, persisted and blacks did not obtain fair
and equitable treatment in the AAF. In addition, this chapter will
examine the integrated AAF Officer Candidate School established at
Miami Beach, Florida.

I

During the First World War, official Air Service policy toward
blacks maintained that since “at present time no colored areo {sic]
squadrons are being formed,” and it was impossible to mix blacks with
whites, no black recruits could be accepted into the Air Service. The
service informed qualified blacks attempting to enlist that “applica-
tions from colored men for this branch of the service cannot be consid-
ered for that reason.” And they were told that they could apply later if
the Air Service decided to form black flying squadrons.! Throughout
the 1920’s and 1930’s such reasoning prevailed. In 1922, the Chief of the
Trairing and War Plans Division noted that although “there is no re-
striction placed by law or regulation on the race of applicants for ap-
pointment as flying cadet,” it was impossible to form black or integrated
units. There was therefore “no justification in training negro cadets.”
A further measure, similar to the post-Civil War “grandfather clause,”*

* The “grandfather clause” was a Southern tactic to deny the vote to blacks. In effect it
maintained that if a man did not vote in the election of 1860, neither he nor his offspring
could vote thereafter.
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complicated the application procedure. During the interwar period, the

Air Service Reserve Corps only accepted those officers with previous

Air Service training. Since the Air Service had not granted commissions

to or trained blacks, the latter could not be accepted for the Reserve

Corps. This requirement is understandable when one considers the

;tlzdulfeg needs for a peacetime force, but it was a definite barrier to
acks.

In the 1930's, rejection of olacks by the Air Corps remained an in-
stitutionalized practice as black applicants time after time received the
standard reply that “there are no organizations in the Army A.C. made
up of colored men and none are contemplated.” Therefore, there are “no
colored soldiers in the Army Air Corps.” * One qualified young black
applicant who had attempted to enter the Air Corps was Cadet B. O.
Davis, Jr. of the United States Military Academy (USMA). The Acting
Chief of the Air Corps furnished the response that since there were no
black units within the Air Corps, were he to attend the Air Corps Train-
ing Center after graduation, “there would be no unit to which to assign
this officer.” He also added that the disapproval of Davis’ application
“might be considered a precedent in like cases until such time as the

War Department sees fit to constitute colored flying units in the
Army.” 4 The War Department supported the Air Corps’ position. Sec-
retary of War Harry H. Woodiing, in a memorandum to the President,
stated that there were no black Air Corps Reserve officers and no black
Air Corps units, and therefore “there has been no necessity to accept
negro applicants at Air Corps schools.”

Until 1939 the Air Corps had succeeded in excluding blacks.® How-
ever, black and white leaders and organizations were no longer willing
to accept such racist practices and challenged this exclusion policy. In-
tensive political pressure was applied upon Congress, the President,
Secretary of War, and War Department, and through them, upon the
Air Corps. Gradually the Air Corps altered its policies, backed down
and admitted blacks.

In 1939 and 1940, Congress enacted three laws which were to have
a significant impact upon blacks and the AAF. On 27 June 1939 the
Civilian Pilot Training Act established the Civilian Pilot Training Pro-
gram (CPTP), directed by the Civil Aeronautics Authority (CAA), with
the purpose of creating a reserve of civilian pilets to be called in the
event of a war emergency. Blacks participated in this program through
units established at six black colleges: Tuskegee, Howard, Hampton,
North Carolina A&T, Delaware State, and West Virginia State, at two
noncollege institutions created in the Chicago area, and at other schools,
primarily in the North, which accepted them. This program proved to
be an effective source of white and black manpower for the AAF.7

Far more controversial was Public Law 18 (PL 18), approved on 3
April 1939. The law provided for the large-scale expansion of the Air
Corps. One section stipulated that civilian schools would be contracted
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to conduct primary flying training for the AAF, and at least one of
these schools had to be designated for the training of blacks. Since these
contract schools were to provide pilots for the military, blacks assumed
that they would enter the AAF, although the law did not explicitly state
this. However, the AAF continued to exclude them for the next 2 years,
and military leaders resisted and even refused to acknowledge the full
implications of the law. Although the AAF was enthusiastic about the
expansion ordered by PL 18, it vehemently opposed black training. Air
Corps leaders believed that the provision was “superfluous” and that it
might result in political pressure being directed against the Secretary
of War to admit blacks into the Air Corps. In openly ignoring this stip-
ulation, AAF officials were certain that the War Department woald not
press the issue because the “War Department did everything possible
to prevent the insertion of this proviso, prior to the enactment of this
law, and were unsuccessful.” The AAF treated the matter with levity
and its Plans Division tried to circumvent the law by noting that while
one school must be designated for blacks, no one actually had to be
trained.®

Finally in 1940, responding to pressures from black and civil
rights groups, Congress inserted in the Selective Training and Service
Act of that year two provisions which specified that there would be no
discrimination because of “race and color.” These stipulations applied
to the opportunity to volunteer for induction into the military and to
selection and training. The effect was to require the War Department
to accept blacks in numerical proportion ‘o whites.?

However, the Air Corps continued to resist the pressure placed
upon it to accept blacks. In mid-1940, the Operations Division of the
War Department reevaluated current departmental policies regarding
black mobilization planning and peacetime augmentation. The division
notified the Air Corps in a memorandum that if the latter did not wish
to utilize blacks, it had to provide valid reasons. In addition, the memo-
randum drew attention to a complaint made by Rayford Logan before a
Congressional Committee on 14 May 1940. Logan represented the
Conrier’s Committee on the Participation of Negroes in the National
Defense Program, and the Operations Division stressed that he repre-
sented 5 million black people. Logan testified that “the amendment
adopted authorizing training of Negro pilots had not been complied
with by the War Department.” Blacks had applied for admission to the
Glenview, Illinois school established by PL 18, but were told “that no
separate units had been set up to accommodate Negroes for training,
and therefore, it would be impossibie to accept people of that race.” !¢

In reply to the Operations memorandum, Gen. Henry Arnold,
Chief of the Air Corps, reiterated the argument that had been Air
Corps policy for the preceding 20 years—that since there were no black
units in the Air Corps, there was no way to utilize them. Furthermore,
he demonstrated genuine racial bias by stating that “negro pilots can-
not be used in our present Air Corps units since this would result in
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having negro officers serving over white enlisted men,” creating “an
impossible social problem.” As for technical training, Gen. Arnold
adopted a stalling tactic by noting that it would take several years to
train black enlisted men to become competent aircraft mechanics.!!

The Operations Division supported the Air Corps’ position and in-
corporated Arnold’s reply into its own detailed six-page report to the
Chief of Staff. The report pointed out that “the training of white and
negro pilots in the same unit is out of the question,” and retorted that
the Glenview, Illinois School of Aeronautics did fulfill the requirement
for black pilot training as stipulated in PL 18. The division also ex-
plained that the reason the Illinois unit was called the “Demonstration
Unit” by the _AA was because its purpose was to “demonstrate the
adaptability of the negro to flying instruction.” The report echoed the
Air Corps’ concern that 35 of 125 black civilian pilots had allowed their
licenses to expire and this evidenced a definite lack of enthusiasm. It
continued with a point by point rebuttal of Logan’s testimony before
the Senate Appropriations Sub-Committee. It then discussed two pos-
sibilities for training blacks, were they to be accepted into the Air
Corps. One suggestion was for the expansion of an existing facility, but
with “the segregation of white and colored classes both in ground and
air training;” and the second proposal called for “the creation of a spe-
cial Air Corps school where such training could be given.” Both pro-
posals, however, had their shortcomings and could cause complications
in social and recreational activiiies, since the schools would be located
in the South. The second would be expensive, since the few applicants
enrolled would make the cost per student ratio quite high. The alternate
suggestion was also impractical because there was a shortage of train-
ing bases to meet current expansion needs. Ironically, if a black were
trained as a pilot there were as yet no separate black units he could
join and it was still contrary to War Department policy racially to mix
units. Such circular logic had dominated military thinking ever since
the question to use blacks in the Army had originated. Furthermore,
the Operations Division expressed concern for Air Corps effectiveness
in having white units work side by side with black units. There was fear
that racial proximity might destroy morale, since a very close associa-
tion between pilots and mechanics was necessary. Moreover, by includ-
ing a page of negative comments about black officers serving in World
War 1, this memorandum implied that they would not make good
officers. And, finally, Operations noted that “there are no negro pilots
in the armed services of any of tne world powers.” 12

The report contained no positive statements for the use of blacks
in the AAF, and recommended that there be no change in existing War
Department policies regarding black pilot training; other divisions—
Personnel, and Intelligence—and the Secretary of War concurred. The
report apparently reflected the thinking of top officials in the War
Department and clearly established the attitude of the Air Corps.!*

But, by the end of 1940, continued popular pressure and Army
23

SRR, g gt L s 0t b 5% 2 b
AR S Al R R MR R

T




officials forced the Air Corps to develop suitable plans for the utiliza-
tion of blacks and to accept its share of the Selective Service quota. The
Selective Service Act required that many blacks enter the military,
and the Army Ground Forces and Services of Supply insisted that the
only fair method of distribution was to spread blacks equitably
throughout the Army; otherwise the nonflying units would carry an
unfair burden.

Therefore, the AAF planned for the establishment of a black flying
unit. Since there would be a limited number of enlisted blacks needing
training, the Air Corps did not want to create a special school that
would draw from its short supply of qualified instructors and super-
visors. So, the Corps adopted the expedient to organize technical train-
ing at an established facility, and Chanute Field, Illinois was chosen.'
Tuskegee was selected as the site for pilot training, and the Air Corps
notified Training Command in early November to prepare for its for-
mation and organization. However, this new training requirement
became an added burden for the taxed Air Corps, even though there
was a small number of men to be trained. Tuskegee would be “fully
equivalent, with respect to the character of living conditions, facilities,
equipment and training, to that provided for white personnel under
similar conditions.” !5

Brig. Gen. W. R. Weaver, Commanding General of the Southeast-
ern Air Corps Training Center at Maxwell Field, to which Tuskegee was
attacued, proceeded with the AAF plan. Black pilots were to be trained
under the supervision of 11 white officers and 15 white noncommis-
sioned officers until such time that a sufficient number of black airmen
could be trained to replace them. However, in accordance with Army
Regulation 95-60, the Commanding Officer at Tuskegee had to be
white. And to profit from past experience, it was also believed that the
commander of the black 99th Squadron should be a white officer for an
indef nite period of time. The AAF plan provided for the training of
only 45 black officers during the first year of operation. General
Weaver wanted a “safe and satisfactory air field,” and advised Mr.
(. L. Washington, Director of Aviation Training at Tuskegee, that
“the negro population deserved a successful experiment in flying train-
ing; the success of negro youth in the Air Corps hinged upon the fate of
the Tuskegee project.” 16

On 16 January 1941, the War Department announced the forma-
tion of the 99th Pursuit Squadron, a black flying unit, and of the Tuske-
gee training program. This announcement came a day after Howard
University student Yancey Williams filed suit against War Depart-
ment officials to force them to consider his application for the Air
Corps. The suit was apparently withdrawn following public notice on
the 16th.'?

Why did the Air Corps decide on a pursuit flying mission for
blacks? The decision appears to have been based on racial factors. A
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pilot sitting in a single-seat fighter aircraft necessitated a limited black
training program. Had bombers been selected, there would have been
the additional need for bombardiers, navigators, and gunners, placing
a greater strain on the segregated facilities. Another possible explana-
tion was that pursuit flying provided the most basic manner by which
to introduce blacks to flying, for as they gained more experience, they
could proceed to more complex aireraft.!

Judge William Hastie later offered two other explanations for the
pursuit flying decision. FHe maintained that pursuit flying was the
most difficult type of combat flying and perhaps some officers had
selected it, hoping the black man would fail, while other officers may
have felt that success in that type of flying would demonstrate that he
was capable of any type of combat flying.®

In spite of the admission of blacks into flying training, Air Corps
leaders were reluctant throughout the war to expand their training
program and combat role. Because of this resistance, the entire flying
program for black pilots suffered, the result of which was a sluggish
program that progressed slowly through each phase until pressure
forced the AAF to take some action. This hesitation is evident from
correspondence and memoranda. In mid-1942, Judge Hastie suggested
including black colleges and universities in the new Enlisted Reserve
Program to create a pool of aviation cadets. In a discussion with the
Directorate of Individual Training, the Air Staff conciuded that blacks
did not do well in World War I under their own -6fficers “due to the
emotional characteristics of the race.” And so it was up to the 39th w.d
100th Pursuit Squadrons to prove the black’s ability in the Air Corps.
“A test by fire,” those responsible for training contended, “is the only
one of recordable worth.” 2

I

Although publicity surrounding the formation of Tuskegee and the
pursuit sq ~dron occupied much space in the press and the attention of
many both in and out of the AAF, the vast majority of blacks were in
support rather than in flying units. Most served in units such as Avia-
tion Squadrons, Air Base Defense Units, Quartermaster Battalions,
Ordnance Companies, Transportation Companies, and others.

Throughout 1941, as the War Department prepared to accept
blacks, the AAF made plans to receive its full quota 2! and by mid-1941
it included 2,250 black men. To facilitate the task of absorbing these
new recruits, the AAF organized them into 9 Aviation Squadrons of 250
men each to be stationed at various bases throughout the South—
Langley Field, Virginia; Maxwell Field, Alabama; Daniels Field and
Savannah, Georgia; Barksdale Field and Camp Livingston, Louisiana;
Dale Mabry and MacDill Fields, Florida; and Jackson, Mississippi.?
Th :se squadrons would perform routine duties at the fields, including
labor tasks requiring maintenance, truck driving, interior guard duty,

[
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assistance around hangar areas, airdrome maintenance, and other
housekeeping and labor chores.?® Three considerations clearly affected
the decision to utilize blacks in specially created units. First, they could
not be mixed with white soldiers, as that would have been against War
Department policy and counter to the racial attitudes of military
leaders. Second, blacks had not proven themselves to be capable of
performing technical jobs Finally, the main reason emphasized
throughout the war was .hat blacks did not do well on the Army
General Classification Test (A2CT), which the Army utilized in deter-
mining the skill potential and educational background of incoming
civilians. The test was not referred to as a measure of intelligence but
was designed to measure learnability and trainability for military
duties. The key factor was the “individual’s fund of knowledge and his
ability to use it.” 2 Based on the test results, inductees were placed in
one of five categories. The scores were arranged so that 100 represented
the expected median for all those tested, and while the average score
for whites accepted into the AAF was approximately 107, for blacks it
was about 79.% Reflected in these scores were the social, educational,
and economic handicaps under which blacks lived in America, the
limited opportunities they had to gain experience in technica! areas,
and the disparity between educational opportunities offered to whites
and blacks.2® Although blacks had requested technical training, the
AAF often refused their applications, since it did not believe that train-
ing those with low scores was the most prudent use of manpower. The
AAF did not consider itself to be the proper agency to compensate
blacks for their environmental handicaps and deficiencies, nor did it
believe war to be the most opportune time for such a task.?”

By late 1941, the Air Corps had programmed a force of 9 squadrons
with 250 men each. But following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
Selective Service quotas required all branches of the War Department
to accept greater numbers of blacks. The Navy was not required to
accept Selective Service recruits—neither white nor black, while the
Army was obligated to accept even more than its proportional share.
Secretary of War Henry Stimson believed that the Navy acted like a
“spoiled child” in this matter, and he did not like the “misbehavior” of
the President’s “pet arm”; however, there was little the Secretary could
do.2 Meanwhile, the AAF had to plan for each base to accept black
personnel from one Aviation Squadron and approximately 150 men
from the Arms and Services (ASWAAF). The latrer was a rather ran-
dom official designation for a variety of units which operated with
AAF units but were on loan from other arms and services. The ASW
AAF averaged between 20 and 25 percent of the total strength of the
AAF during most of the war and were generally trained by the Army
Service Forces (ASF). The ASWAAF too had to maintain a proper ratio
of blacks.?? But in January 1942, the War Department notified the AAF
that its quota of blacks would be 53,292 by the end of the year, rejecting
the AAF proposal for a 44,207 maximum. With the addition of the
24,293 men from the ASWAAF, the AAF had a total then of 77,592
blacks, excluding proposed future increases. In an effort to facilitate
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the incorporation of this influx of men, the War Department informed
the AAF that black Air Base Defense Units could be formed where
necessary. These units would be responsil:ie “for the protection of the
Air Bases against riots and the possibility of parachute troops and air
raids.” 3¢

The AAF forwarded its utihization plan to the Chief of Staff in
April. Generally, the AAF maintained that it should determine the
number and utilization of blacks. It recommended that “allotments of
colored personnel to the Army Air Forces be Jimited to that which may
be efficiently employed in Army Air Force units.” If the AAF disre-
garded local opposition and assorted objections to the assignment of
blacks at various bases and assigned to each facility an Aviation
Squadron and ASWAAF personnel, and if it added te this number
those participating in the Little Joe Task Force in Liberia and those
assigned to the Tuskegee school, the AAF reasoned it could effectively
utilize only 57,403 men. The AAF was opposed to Air Base Defense
Units, for the additinnal 400 blacks at one half of all AAF bases would
increase the black percentage at those bases to 25 percent. If the addi-
tional 20,189 were organized into Pursuit Squadrons, 16 ¢f the 31
authorized pursuit groups would be black. This was a commitment the
AAF was not willing to make until it had tested black pilots in combat.
There was a recommendation that black units be stationed at all 124
AAF bases as construction was completed. In addition, it was hoped
that the War Department would relax limitations on shipmeats outside
the continental United Stat s so that the AAF could absorb some over-
seas. Finally, General Arnold suggested that the commanding officers
of each station use them “in the maintenance and care of Air Force
equipment as well as the Air Base grounds.” The War Department re-
jected the AAF plan for a reduced allotment and was resolute in its
decision that the AAF u‘ilize its full share.?!

In attempting to absorb this tremendous influx of black recruits,
the AAF organized the majority of them into units assigned to jobs
which did not require high ¢kill levels. In fact, many of these units were
really labor battalicns and had been so designated in World War 1.2
The AAF argued that this type of unit would be the most advantageous
in utilizing a pool of unskilled men, and the jobs, although routir.e and
perhaps menial, were essential for a modern militarv fighting machine
to operate efficiently. The A AF pointed out that whites with low AGCT
scores did perform simiiar functions.*® The overall plan c.lled for ap-
prozimately 700 black cervice troops at each base to be assigned to a
Truck Co.npany, a Medical Detachment, a Quartermaster Detachment,
and an Air Base Defense unit. However, the majority were assigned to
Aviation Squadrons, and thewe units atiracted great attention because
of the sheer numbers of men involved in undefined tasks.* Judge Wil-
liam Hastic, the Civilian Aide, was quick tu irvestigate and coraplain,
and he considered objectionable three aspects of the proposed Aviation
Squadrons: first, they were segregated units; secord, they seemed to
have 1o mission except to absorb black recruits; and third, on mary
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bases they were assigned to “pick and shovel” jobs which were con-
sidered common and menial. He particularly objected to the lack of
mission, and in a memorandum to General Henry Arnold he supplied
examples of two squadrons that received no specialized training and
were employed exclusively to pick up rubbish and to do janitorial work.
When there were no menial jobs for them to perform, they drilled to
pass the time,3

Nonetheless, the AAF, supported by the War Department, did not
alter its policy that lower intelligence, educational background, and
leadership levels dictated the utilization of blacks.* As a result, morale
and performance were definitely affected in those units where they
functioned without any real purpose or were interrupted in their train-
ing to do housekeeping chores. Members of the 857th Engineer Aviation
unit at Eghn Field, Florida were frequently called from their training
to work on menial, unrelated jobs for the post.3” The 8th Aviation
Squadron at MacDill Field in Tampa reported that during the first two
months of 1942 its duties consisted of policing the squadron area and
maintaining base runways and lawns.3® Blacks in these units objacted
to their assignment to labor tasks, and “unit after unit” disclosed that
they resented the fact that they were exclusively black. Also, some
complained that the “high-fallutin” name of Aviation Squadron was
offensive, for it was simply window-dressing to deceive the public. “If
they’re going to put us in labor battalions,” asked a black serviceman,
“why don’t they at least call them labor battalions?” The situation
inevitably resulted in poor morale which led to AWOL (Absence With-
out Leave), drunk and disorderly conduct, failure to obey orders, insult-
ing language, and breaches of discipline.*

The Women’s Army Corps (WAC) reported similar problems.
Many of the unskilled black women who entered the service were still
unassignable by the middle of the war. A large number were sent to
bases as unskilled personnel and local commanders were hard pressed
to assig™ them tasks.4?

In addition to morale proolems caused by the haphazard assign-
ment procedures, black pilots and those in technical jobs also experi-
enced numerous frustrations. Entering into these AAF programs was
as difficult for biacks as it was for whites. Blacks with an acceptable
educational background usually preferred the technical arcas, espe-
cially flying. But the restricted facilities at Tuskegee coupled with
short-sighted AAF plans created numerous problems, including a size-
able backlog of qualified applicants waiting to enlist. Since the War
Department and AAF upheld segregated training, blacks were not
permitted to attend a number of other AAF technical training and fly-
ing centers because of a lack of segregated facilities. White candidates
entering flying training had at times to wait a few weeks before begin-
ning training, while a much longer wait was usually in store for black
candidates. Ir. the fall of 1941, the AAF planned to assign 10 to 12
black., every 5 weeks to Tuskegee. With the number of candidates avail-
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able at that time, Judge Hastic estimated that some would have to
anticipate a delay of up tu 3 year:. The Army did permit Air Corps
applicants a 1- to 2-month deferment from the draft while they waited
acceptance or processing. This proczdure well satisfied white candi-
dates, but black candidates had a lorg wait and this deferment was
insufficient. If the complaints oi Judge Hastie are accurate, some
qualified black men were drafted before the AAF could accept them for
segregated training. There was the added concern that they might pass
the maximum eligible age requirement of 26 years.*

Jesse Williams of New York City was accepted as a future army
aviation cadet in 1941. The AAF advised him that if he were called up
by his draft board, he would be placed into a deferred classification
pending enlistment as an air cadet; but in January 1942, his local Board
denied his deferment. Mr. Williams charged that his Selective Service
appeal agent made remarks indicative of racial prejudice, and when
he did not report for his physical examination, he was taken into cus-
tody by the FBI. The NAACP then took up his defense with the New
York Director of Selective Service and the US Attorney for the South-
ern District of New York. This pressure was effective, because on Feb-
ruary 18th Williams received a telegram from the War Department
notifying him to report the following morning for induction into the
Air Corps.#

Progress in expanding AAF assignments for blacks remained slug-
gish and delays were commonplace. The AAF vigorously maintained
that the number of men called coincided with existing vacancies, and
any other policy would be wasteful and serve no useful purpose. In
response to a War Department memorandum that AAF policy ap-
peared to be discriminatory against blacks, Maj. Gen. Millard F. Har-
mon, Chief of the Air Staff, defended the force’s position. He suggested
that the backlog of black applicants for pilot training could be allevi-
ated by opening up the Enlisted Reserves to blacks, but the General
was concerned at the same time that this might create a haven to avoid
the draft and to enjoy extended civilian status while awaiting pilot
training. Harmon’s memorandum did stipulate that if a vacancy oc-
curred within 12 months, the AAF was willing to permit blacks to enter
the Enlisted Reserves.*

In some instances strict adherence to policies affecting black pilots
became detrimental to their morale. Many qualified pilots were
thwarted in their attempts to advance because the AAF uncondition-
ally had refused to permit them to engage in anything but pursuit fly-
ing. Because of this restriction, when a black pilot candidate washed
out of pursuit flying, he had no alternative training program to enter,
while there were numerous aiternatives open to whites. Hastie reported
that two black transport pilots had no choice hut to go to Canada in
order to get war service.* A'so, Robert Terry, who had qualified as a
service pilot, was turned down by the AAF in 1942. The AAF argued
that since there were so few black service pilots, it would be impractical
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to organize them into a black unit. He was given two alternative
courses: he could apply to Tuskegee as an instructor or he could enter
tue Army Ground Forces as a liaison pilot.*s

Ironically, these early acceptance restrictions imposed on black
pilot training candidates resulted by the middle of the war in a short-
=ge rather than a backlog of qualified applicants. A large number of
blacks in the meantime had been drafted or had reached the maximum
age limit, had joined other services, or had obtained work deferments.
Further, because of the limited educational and technical opportunities
available to blacks in American society, there were fewer entering the
service witk technical experience. The AAF attempted in 1943 to sup-
plement this dwindling reserve by lowering the minimum qualification
standards below those required for whites. In the spring of 1944,
Truman Gibson reported that while the average Stanine score required
for whites was six, for blacks it was lowered to four.*

There were additiona: problems for blacks attempting to enter
technical training. An example of the illogic that plagued black prog-
ress throughout the war was a report by Air Staff Personnel that “the
race of an individual is immaterial to eligibility for admission to avia-
tion cadet courses of training.” But, Personnel continued, “the number
of Negro candidates assigned to any particular course of aviation cadet
training will not exceed the numb.r of graduates that can be utilized in
Negro units of the AAF.” ¥ [t is apparent that the second statement
contradicts the first, vet the AAF and War Department continued to
mainrtain that segregation did not restrict opportunities for blacks in
the military. Clearly it did, and in the case of technical training it
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operated in a discriminatory fashion against young blacks of good
education and training.

The areas of flying and technical training became most vulnerable
issues for the AAF, and were constantly under attack by black leaders.
Judge Hastie, Truman Gibson, and Roy Wilkinis were most persistent
in exploiting the weaknesses in the AAF’s argument over segregation.
In 1942, Hastic wrote to Assistant Secretary Robert Lovett, submitting
the names of four black men with scientific and other educational pre-
requisites for aviation cadet appointments in the field cf meteorology.
At that time the AAF needed 10,000 meteorologists within a 12- to 18-
month period, and since there were only seven vacancies for blachs,
many with the proper qualifications were refused entry into the pro-
gram.* In mid-1943 Roy Wilkins wrote to Assistant Secrewary McCloy
citing examples of how the AAF had failed to make full use of black
technicians and specialistc. He noted the rejection of black civilian
pilots who huad applied for service pilot appointments and of black
mathematicians who had applied as aviation cadets in meteorology. He
mentioned that the AAF did not admit blacks who had excelled in the
Photography School at Lowry Field, Colorado to advanced training at
Yale University as it did whites. He recalled another case, where the
AAFT sssigned a black Phi Beta Kappa graduate witi: special advanced
study in biology and biochemistry as a laborer in a Signal Construction
Battalion at Biggs Field, Texas Wilkins requested that the War De-
pariment assign, train, and advance skilled blacks based on their merit
and potential usefulness.*?

ni

Unce blacks Lad been accepted into the AAF, other problems con-
tinued to hamper their advancement. After the plans for expansion
were developed, there was the persistent obstacle of where to station
them. As early as 1941, reacting to announcements that blacks were
scheduled for assignment to specific bases, commanders and spokes-
men for local communities registered a barrage of complaints with the
War Department. In early 1942, the AAF issued a memorandum to its
statigns and surveyed possible lecations for the stationing of blacks.
The rrplies must have been disheartening. Most bases reported that
either the military commanders or the local communities did not desire
tiiem at their locations. Some would accept only a limited number, and
others would only aceept southerners. Negative replies were submitted
by bases throughout the country, though mainly from southern com-
munities with large black population centers or from those without a
significant black population, as the following table indicates. The table
is based o.: a random selection of the bases and illustrates their varied
responses.5?

One of the first protests over the assignment issue occurred in
April 1941 when some blacks were stationed at Eglin Field, Florida.
The Commander of the field’s Flying School did not want any sent to
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his site, arguing that the nearest recreational facilities were in Pensa-
cola, 50 miles away. Second, he stressed that they were very unpopular
in the immediate vicinity of the field, especially with the “lower caste
white population,” and he thought this could lead to serious conflicts.
Finally, the Commander noted that additional funds were needed to
provide a separate mess, barracks, day rooms, and other facilities for
the 32 blacks scheduled to arrive. However, 3 months later, the authori-
ties at Eglin appear to have changed their position. The AAF planned
to assign approximately 1,000 black enlisted men from Engineer Avia-
tion and Quartermaster units to do large-scale clearing operations at its
satellite fields, and the soldiers were made welcome. Pragmatism was
a decisive factor in overriding prejudicial attitudes.s!

In November the Central Flying Training Command (CFTC) was
informed that five Texas fields would each be required to accept a com-
pany of blacks from the 34th Quartermaster Regiment, although the
CFTC had urgently requested that they not be assigned to its com-
mand. Officials pointed out that one of the fields, San Angelo, had very
limited facilities for blacks both on and off base, and that at Ellington
Field, near Houston, feelings were still taut from the 1917 race riot

between the 24th Infantry and the local white population. In spite of
these objections, blacks were sent to Texas.52

Complaints concerning stationing black troops were not restricted
to the South. The West Coast Training Center requested a prohibition
on their assignment to Taft and Bakersfield, California due to the lack
of a black population in the area and the possible hostility of the local
people. The AAF replied that since each base had to accept its quota, it
was necessary to station black Truck Companies at Taft and Bakers-
field.5* During 1941 and 1942, the AAF responded essentially in the
same manner to all protesting stations.5*

Local citizens were also vocal in their opposition to bringing black
soldiers into their communities. During the early part of the war and
most, noticeably in the South, civilians wrote or had their Congressmen
write to the War Department and the AAF. Generally, their letters re-
flected racial fears about the disproportionate number of blacks in the
area. Local citizens expressed concern that since there was a shortage
of recreational opportunities for them, the latter might use white facil-
ities as a result. The volume of correspondence was considerable, but
the AAF response was standard, stressing that it was aware of the con-
cerns of local citizens, that the AAF had its quota and must assign
blacks to all bases, that the Army was doing everything possible to
provide adequate recreational facilities, that the AAF hoped civilians
would cooperate, and that blacks were members of the Armed Forces
and deserved to be treated as such. For example, the AAF responded
to a Senator that since it was War Department policy to use “colored
troops in all branches of the Army,” it was “necessary to assign colored
troops in practically all Air Corps Stztions in the continental United
States.” 55
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In 1942 the citizens of Eagle Pass, Texas, through Congressman
Milton West, raised objections to the assignment of 800 black soldiers
nearby. General Arnold sent the standard reply that there would be at
least one squadron at every AAF station in the United States. One
month later Congressman West, not to be deterred, issued another pro-
test and now introduced as a factor the fear of trouble with the Mexi-
cans in the area. West added, “everybody knows what a negro can do
with a razor—the Mexicans are pretty handy with a knife.” General
Arnold, in his Digest of correspondence, comments that West “didn’t
care to do business with Judge Hastie—couldn’t even call him ‘Mister’

—let alone ‘Judge.”” General Arnold did advise Hastie of the situation
—“with modification.” 56

Later that year, when word leaked out that Jefferson Barracks,
Missouri might be used as a black training base, numerous letters were
sent to the War Department in protest. One objection came from the
Secretary of the Lemay, Missouri Public Library Board stating that
the townspeople did not “believe that a wholesale influx of northern

negroes in uniform would breed pleasant relationships for either the
whites or the blacks.” 5

Not all civilian protests originated in the South. The Spokane,
Washington Chamber of Commerce did extensive research to back up
its point, that based on a 1940 census, while only 90 black families
resided in Spokane, Geiger Field had 250 black troops and the Spokane
Air Depot had another 400. There were no recreational facilities for
them in the city and only 96 black females between the ages of 15
and 34. Also, most taxicabs were driven by white women and the local
population was concerned about unpleasant incidents. The AAF recom-
mended to Assistant Secretary McCloy that the standard response be
sent to Spckane and the issue was closed.”

Similarly, local opposition prevented the use of qualified blacks as
civilian instructors at some AAF bases in the South. Protests arocc if
such instructors were assigned indiscriminately to southern bases. In
September 1941, when D. B. Delaney of Salisbury, North Carolina, was
appointzed as a Junior Instructor at Keesler Field, Biloxi, Mississippi,
the Commandant of the school complained to his higher command not-
ing the problems which would arise if Mr. Delaney were permitted to
teach white students. No action was immediately taken because of Civil
Service rules, but the Technical Training Command indicated that if
Delaney could not maintain discipline in the classroom, his appoint-
ment would be terminated for inefficiency.® In February 1943, there
were similar complaints from Mississippi, such as a Gulfport attorney
writing his Congressman and protesting the use of blacks to train
whites at some of the local bases. He complained that authorities re-
quired white soldiers “to address these Negro instructors Mr. and Mrs.
and to pay all deference to them as they would white women and gen-
tlemen occupying the same position.” He believed that white men could
not learn well under these conditions. In voicing his concern about
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potential race corflict, the attorney added that unless military leaders
“are mentally de‘ective after these matters are properly called to their
attention they will right these wrongs here and all over the country.” ¢
The same month, the governor of Mississippi sent a telegram to the
President on that subject, and later that month the AAF undertook to
transfer those instructors to schools in the North.5!

These difficulties in the assignment of blacks concerned the War
Department and Secretary of War Stimson. The Assistant Chief of
Staff, Brig. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, sent a memorandum to the
Chief of Staff listing areas of the world where the United States would
send troops, noting that in most esses either the local politicians or the
Army commander: did noi want black troops stationed there. Hand-
written on the margin of this document were comments by the Secre-
tary of War, who realized that blacks would have to go wherever the
Army went. He notes next to the statement that the President of Pan-
ama wanted a black signal construction unit removed: “it is ridicuious
to raise such objections when the Panama Canal itself was built with
black labor.” Elsewhere he comments to the State Department’s nega-
tive reaction to black troops being stationed in Liberia: “Nonsense.” To
the Southern Defense Command’s fear to place black troops along the
coasts of Louisiana, Alabama, and Texas due to the high probability of
race riots he states: “No.” And in response to British authorities in
Trinidad who wanted white units instead of black units he comments:
“No: don’t vield.” The commander of US forces in Australia recom-
mended the withdrawal of black troops and again the reply was “No.”
Finally, the commanding general of the Second Army recommended
that maneuvers in his area exclude black troops because of disorders in
Arkansas; the Secretary remarks: “No, get the Southerners used to
them!” The War Department, under the prodding of Secretary Stimson,
took a strong stand in notifying local and overseas commanders that
they would have to accept their quota of blacks, and it is significant
that he played a leading role in that decision.5?

IV

With the acceptance of hundreds of thousands of men intc the
AAF during the early part of the war, there was a noticeable deficiency
in the expansion program—no provision for the training of nonflying
officer personnel. Prior to World War II, pilots had performed all
administrative duties, but with the increased sophistication of flying
this was no longer practical. The AAF finally realized the need for a
ground school to train 12,000 officers, including blacks. Late in 1941,
the AAF pressed the War Department for its own administrative
school, and on 17 February 1942 the AAF designated Miami Beach,
Florida as its Officer Candidate School (OCS). Six days later the first
class entered and utilized existing civilian facilities. The Adjutant Gen-
eral directed in April that a proportionate share of each OCS quota be
allotted to blacks. As a result, 1nost OCS classes included blacks, and
the official histories report that “few difficulties were encountered.”
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With the exception of sleeping quarters, black candidates were com-
pletely integrated into the program, but outside the school area they
had to abide by local customs.63

The relative ease with which the program accepted blacks con-
trasts sharply with the opposition which resulted when the AAF first
announced that they would go to Miami Beach. First, the local com-
mander opposed their stationing in the area. In a detailed letter to his
commanding general he spelled out the zoning regulations of the Beach
area and the absence of a black civilian population. He added that if
blacks used the AAF facilities located in tourist hotels, it “would prob-
ably ruin their value as tourist hotels in the future.” ¢ Representative
Pat Cannon from Miami also opposed the plan, and in a letter to As-
sistant Secretary McCloy indicated why blacks should not be sent to
the Beach. First, none were permitted to live on the Beach, and the
AAF should respect local ordinances and customs. Second, any hotel
used would be “doomed for all time as far as future white occupaney is
concerned.” And, civilian morale would be greatly affected if they
trained there. However, if the AAF were to proceed with the plan, he

suggested that they take advantage of housing accommodations in one
of the black sections of Miami.&

~ Congressional pressure forced the Air Staff to reexamine its deci-
sion to include blacks in the Miami Beach program and to reconsider
the prospect of a separate black school, but military efficiency was an
overriding factor.®® A separate school would be costly in terms of the
small number of blacks trained and could lead as well to protests and
difficulties in locating a suitable site. If there were further doubts
about Miami Beach, Maj. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer, Chief of the Air
Staff, was clear when in reaction to Judge Hastie’s resignation he
stated in January 1943 that “I don’t want any colored school any place
to be conducted as a segregated school.” He stressed that he wanted
black officer ‘andidates treated like whites and “they will go to the
same classes, to the same drills, and eat in mess halls the same as the
whites.” &

In addition to money and efficiency, there is another explanation
for the AAF integration of OCS. Judge Hastie, in reflecting upon World
War II, notes:

I remember the War Department and War College studies which
followed the first World War were hostile to any future use of Ne-
gro officers, but at the same time took the position that, if they
must be used, they should be trained along with officer candidates.
I think this background was important in influencing the decision
to say nothing about race in the World War II officer candidate
school directives. Of course, this did not meet the problem created
by the widespread refusal of local commanders to approve or
transmit applications of Negroes, or even give them access to ap-
propriate forms until Secretary Stimson and [War Department
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Operations] indicated plainly that they expected substantial num-
bers of Negroes to be sent to these schools.®®

Black men attended OCS throughout the war period, but in small
numbers because of their low AGCT scores. On 15 September 1942
there were 11 at the school and a year later there were only 18. When
the largest class (3,694) graduated in the fall of 1942, there were but 13
blacks among the conferees.

The official history of the OCS program at Miami Beach reports
good race relations as Joes an AAF inspection report. Air Staff Train-
ing dispatched an inspection team there in early 1944, and it observed
that there had been ro confrontations between blacks and whites. The
Miami Beach Director of Training reported that some of the blacks
were very popular and there was no resentment by the white candi-
dates.™

A black candidate who graduated in January 1944 maintained that
personnei treated him very fairly, although the school generally did not
promote blacks as regularly as whites. All recreational facilities at the
OCS were available, including the night clubs. Everyone wore uniforms
so club managers knew that those entering their clubs attended the
school and were, therefore, welcome. But the main problem was the
absence of black women on the Beach. When there was free time, the
blacks went to Miami for recreation. At the school there were only two
restrictions—rooms were segregated and they had to go to Miami for
haircuts. As for the attitude of whites toward this almost total integra-
tion, they really had no choice; if they behaved in a discriminatory
fashion they could be reported and washed out. And the instructors
were fair because they were well screened and very capable.” Later,
when the school was moved to San Antonio and Maxwell Field, it was
reported that blacks were well treated and received a minimum of dis-
criminatory treatment.?

The treatment of blacks at Miami Beach demonstrates a trend that
the AAF might have applied to its entire training program. Instructors
and white students were briefed on how to treat blacks and were en-
couraged to deal with them fairly. Because the AAF took a strong
stand, the Miami Beach program was a success. Had military leaders
demonstrated a similar strength of purpose at other locations, perhaps
there might have been fewer racial problems. Yet, the AAF was unwill-
ing to make that commitment and viewed the integrated OCS as an
exception.

Throughout the Second World War the Army Air Forces became
progressively more flexible in its acceptance of blacks. At the end of
1942, there were thousands of black soldiers in the AAF, whereas there
were none the previous year. By June 1944, the AAF had 145,242 blacks
in its total force of over 2 million men. Though there were noticeable
breakthroughs for blacks entering the Army Air Forces, the AAF re-
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mained reluctant to accept them and had made repeated attempts to
restrict their progress. By April 1945 only 1 of 90 was an officer while
1/6th of the white force was commissioned. The AAF ¢>ganized a vast
majority into segregated service units performing more or less routine
tasks about the bases, while most black officers were flying personnel
or worked in related jobs.”® Any progress that was made resulted from
political pressure directed against the War Department, which then
exhorted the AAF to revise its policies. Despite the fact that War De-
partment officials often agreed with AAF attitudes, the War Depart-
ment did appear on occasion to be impatient with AAF intransigence.
In spite of the success of the OCS program to integrate blacks, almost
all black soldiers in the AAF served in segregated units and lived in
segregated facilities. The general reluctance of the AAF to utilize them
created tensions that erupted throughout the war. These conflicts will
be described in later chapters.
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Chapter II1

THE ARMY AIR FORCES: BLACK OFFICERS
AND FLYING UNITS

A large percentage of black manpower in the Army Air Forces
(AAF) was utilized in service units, yet most of the publicity, credit,
and glory went to the pursuit pilots. Though much money and effort
was expended on the flying program, the history of black flying units
reveals only partial success. The 99th Squadron and the 332d Group,
made up of the 100th, 301st, and 302d Squadrons, performed in a cred-
itable manner in the Mediterranean Theater. On the other hand, the
477th Group never completed its training for overseas deployment and
by the end of the war in Europe, had practically collapsed as a unit.
Although each unit was segregated, its success or failure depended
mainly on the attitude of those in the command structures. The 99th
and 332d were unique in the history of black units in the Army in that
all of their officers were black. Inspired hy an opportunity to “prove
themselves” and led by a strict military disciplinarian, they performed
as well as any comparable white unit. However, the 477th represented
segregation at its worst. The key officers in this unit were white and
frequently used their positions as a stepping-stone for promction and
reassignment to more important jobs. In addition, they were often
indifferent to the y.eeds of the unit and were condescending toward the
blacks under their command. Thus, the 477th never performed its
mission.

The AAF conducted all basic training for black pilots at Tuskegee
Field, Alabama. At first, the 99th Pursuit Squadron, flying single-
engine fighter planes, absorbed all graduates. Later, the AAF organized
the 332d Fighter Group, which incorporated three other squadrons. The
99th completed its training and arrived in the Mediterranean Theater
in 1943. In the same year, the 332d moved to Selfridge Field, Michigan
where it completed its preparation for overseas deployment, arriving in
the Mediterranean in early 1944. Meanwhile, the AAF initiated plans
in late 1943 to form the 477th Bombardment Group to fly twin-engine
bombers. Tuskegee lacked facilities for conducting this new training
and it became necessary to send blacks to other fields. Hondo Field,
Texas received Navigation cadets, Midland, Texas trained Bombardiers,
and Mather Field, California accomplished some twin-engine transi-
tion training. The 477th began its training at Seifridge, but in mid-1944
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moved to Godman Field, Kentucky where it remained until March
1945. The unit then moved to Freeman Field, Indiana, where it re-
mained a month before returning to Godman. Units of the 477th now
joined with returning personnel from the 332d to form the 477th Com-
posite Group under the command of Col. B. O. Davis, Jr. At the same
time, replacement pilots for the 332d trained first at a satellite field
of Selfridge—O0seoda—ana then at Walterboro, South Carolina.!

Black flying units were confronted with a veritable maze of racial
problems, mest of them created by the AAF. The AAF dogmatically
pursued a system of segregation that was aln.ost impossible to main-
tain. It even went so far as to violute War Department regulations in
order to prevent the mixing of whites and blacks in officers’ clubs.
Understandably, many problems developed as a result of this uncom-
promising position. Primary was the psychological degradation impli-
cit in the idea of segregation. Then there was the problem caused by the
absence of black cadres to supplemenrt black units. While a mixture of
new and experienced personnel comprised white units going into com-
bat, when the 99th began flying the Mediterranean in 1943, it consisted
entirely of personnel new to combat operations. Third was the friction
caused when commanders did not want black flying units in their oper-
ational areas. For example, in June 1945 there were discussiurs con-
cerning the possibility of sending a black flying unit to the Pacific;
Generals George Marshall and Dorglas MacArthur approved, but the
AAF commander there opposed the 1dea. Gen. Henry Arnold wrote that
“it is 0. K. from the W. D. viewpoint to send them but when [General}
Kenney uses them down in Mindanao or Borneo don’t be surprised of
the criticisms that are received.” 2 Fipally, there were restrictions on
the types of training open to blacks. Since the AAF considered their
use in flying as an “experiment,” it first employed them in single-
engine planes exclusively and only gradually permitted black pilots to
train in more sophisticated aircraft. Officials rejected some flying pro-
grams solely because of the fear that racial problems could arise. This
was true of the Transport Command, since providing adequate food
and lodging facilities created too great a problem for pilots flying
around the country, especially in the South.3

This chapter will examine then, the overall black flying program
with emphasis on Tuskegee, the combat per:armance in the Mediter-
ranean, the general treatment of black officers, and the early history
of the 477th.

I

Tuskegee Army Air Field was located near the town of Tuskegee
and Tuskegee Institute in southeastern Alabama. The AAF did every-
thing possible to build the complex into a first-rate training center and
to keep racial problems at a minimum. To a large extent, it was suc-
cessful in both objectives. The training blacks received was comparable
to that received by whites, and Judge Hastie noted that “the best of
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